
£3.20 

FLIGHT
INTERNATIONAL

NBAA SPECIAL
HOW THE TWEET 
GENERATION IS 
SAVING AIR TAXIS 
FEATURE P38

SHORT-HAUL A380 
BA to use superjumbos 
on European routes to 
blood its pilots and build 
core of instructors 12

GOING TO SEA 
Russian navy acquiring 
maritime version of 
Kamov’s Ka-62 light 
utility helicopter 19

NBAA SPECIAL

MADE IN MEXICO
First outsourced Learjet takes shape in Querétaro

flightglobal.com

£3.20 

23-29 OCTOBER 2012

INSIDE

CUTAWAY 

POSTER
BELL 429



GENERAL AVIATION

flightglobal.com24 | Flight International | 23-29 October 2012

Explore 100 years of aviation history as it 
appeared in the original pages of Flight: 
flightglobal.com/archive

The US Aircraft Owners and 
Pilots Association (AOPA) 

has revealed details of its long-
term programme to increase the 
number of flying clubs in the 
USA. The initiative is spearhead-
ed by the association’s Center To 
Advance The Pilot Community 
project, which is working to re-
verse a decline in the number of 
pilots in the USA.

“More than half of all active pi-
lots are past or present members of 
a flying club, and virtually all of 
them consider club membership as 
a positive experience,” says AOPA. 
“Flying clubs are an under-recog-
nised part of aviation that deserves 
support and encouragement.” 

AOPA will offer marketing and 
promotional help to existing fly-
ing clubs, while helping new 
clubs become established via start-
er kits, including examples of 
standard operating procedures. It 
is also seeking to create a national 
network of flying clubs. 

Bond Aviation has taken deliv-
ery of the first two of 16 Sikor-

sky S-92s on order with the US 
helicopter manufacturer. The 
heavy, twin-engined aircraft will 
be used for offshore transportation 
and search-and-rescue missions 
operated by Bond’s sister compa-
ny Norsk Helikopterservice. 

Since entering service in Sep-
tember 2004, the S-92 fleet has 
grown to more than 150 aircraft.

“Helicopter transport compa-
nies serving the offshore oil and 
gas industry operate approxi-
mately 66% of the fleet, and com-
panies also account for 90% of 
the fleet’s total flight hours, which 
are on a pace to reach 500,000h in 
early 2013,” says Sikorsky. 

Australia’s Civil Aviation Safe-
ty Authority (CASA) is seek-

ing industry input into a manage-
ment plan for the nation’s ageing 
aircraft fleet.

The authority acknowledges 
Australia has an ageing aircraft 
problem, primarily associated 
with general aviation aircraft, and 
this is unlikely to diminish in the 
foreseeable future. Many aircraft 
on the Australian register were 
designed with a notional life of 
20 years, but the average age of 
the fleet – mostly GA aircraft – is 
now 40, says CASA in a discus-
sion paper on the subject.

The issue was highlighted in 
the government’s 2009 aviation 
White Paper in which it called on 
CASA to increase its focus on age-

ing aircraft. In response, CASA 
launched the four-stage Ageing 
Aircraft Management Plan. Stage 
one looked at the scope of the 
issue and made recommenda-
tions for the continued safe op-
eration of ageing aircraft. Stage 
one plus seeks industry feedback 
and launches an awareness cam-
paign. Stage two involves the 
implementation of stage one rec-
ommendations. Stage three in-
volves an annual review. 

As part of the programme, 
CASA is trialling a prototype on-
line tool (www.yourplane.com.au) 
which will help operators esti-
mate the extent to which an indi-
vidual aircraft may be susceptible 
to ageing issues. 

By inputting the operational, 

maintenance and storage details 
for an aircraft, the operator will 
receive an indication of how like-
ly it is the aircraft may be affected 
by the ageing process.

The tool is intended as an edu-
cational guide only and at this 
stage can only provide general-
ised feedback, says CASA. 

The prototype tool could be 
tested into early 2013 to assist 
the possible further development 
of a production version, says  
the authority.

CASA has found there is gener-
ally a low level of understanding 
across the local industry of the sci-
ence of ageing and minimal train-
ing or information relating to age-
ing aircraft issues. Industry has 
until 7 November to respond. 
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Vulcanair plans to complete 
certification of its revamped 

A-Viator turboprop next year – 
with the Italian manufacturer con-
fident it can win a share of the 
growing market for surveillance 
platforms despite a more than one-
year delay in the programme.

The Naples-based airframer is 
adding a number of enhance-
ments, including a Garmin 950 
cockpit, to a design originally con-

ceived in the 1980s by Vulcanair 
predecessor Partenavia. However, 
it had hoped to be delivering the 
aircraft by the end of 2011. 

The A-Viator is a stretched and 
turbo-powered version of Partena-
via’s P68 piston, although that 
company’s collapse meant the larg-
er type never reached the market.

Vulcanair director of sales 
Remo de Feo maintains the world 
has changed since then, with a 

whole new sector of operators 
looking for affordable aircraft 
from which to take high-defini-
tion photographs for aerial map-
ping. Aerial surveillance of re-
mote areas is also a promising 
market, particularly in Australia 
and Brazil. At about $2.5 million, 
the Rolls-Royce 250B17C-pow-
ered A-Viator is “the lowest-
priced aircraft that you can put 
sensors on”, he says.

Meanwhile, Vulcanair is look-
ing to reduce the weight of the 
P68 after adding a Garmin 950 
glass cockpit last year. “We are 
putting it on a diet to get it back to 
1,400kg [3,000lb],” says de Feo.

The company builds about 15 
of the piston aircraft a year. Vul-
canair is also looking at a new 
diesel or alternative-fuelled en-
gine to offer alongside the Lycom-
ing IO-360. 

Earlier this month, Vulcanair 
obtained Brazilian certification 
for a variant of the P68 with re-
tractable landing gear. 
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The A-Viator is a stretched, turbo-powered version of the P68
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Vulcanair aims A-Viator at 
aerial surveillance market
Italian airframer plans 2013 certification as it eyes share of remote-mapping sector
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